
From Community Science 
to Community Action
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What is science for?

curiosity

solving problems
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What is the role of science in 
modern society?

3



and yet...
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Science needs to speak for 
communities
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Motivation for 
community science

Community empowerment, 
data ownership

Respond to specific needs

Increase public interest and 
awareness

Access to local knowledge

Challenges

Data quality

Long-term support

Changing community needs
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What makes successful community science?

Open-source data and methods

Open communication between community members and 
scientists

Involvement of community from planning stages

Encourage creativity and synthesis of tools and ideas from 

different fields
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EarthWorks Community 
Empowerment Project
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MIT OpenCourseWare
https://ocw.mit.edu
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