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The articles this week describe and analyze the role of transnational environmental organizations 
in international politics.  The authors go to some length to precisely define different moments in 
the environmental movement, different types of environmental organizations, and different 
strategies used by those organizations. However, the central idea appeared quite simple: 
environmental NGOs affect international politics primarily not only through their interaction 
with states, but also through shaping the values and behavioral norms of individuals and 
corporations. 

Wapner’s “Politics Beyond the State” focuses on the impact of transnational environmental 
activist groups (TEAGs) on international politics.  Merely measuring the influence of NGOs on 
states does not capture the full scope of these organizations’ role in global civil society.  Rather 
than applying a “state-centric” international relations lens, Wapner asserts that TEAGs’ work to 
affect norms, cultural values, and perceptions to promote an “ecological sensibility”.  These 
changes occur in a number of different actors, from individuals, to corporations, to states and are 
promoted largely through strategic use of the media and high-profile actions on environmental 
issues. These tactics expose wide audiences to previously hidden examples of environmental 
abuse and help to convey the gravity of these abuses.  He uses evidence of a growing 
environmental ethic reported in public opinion surveys and examples of voluntary changes in 
corporate practices as support for this sort of cultural drift and the impact of TEAGs.  The author 
makes clear that he still believes states play a primary role in world politics, but that this should 
not obscure an understanding of the impact of NGOs and social movements as well. 

Tamiotti and Finger describe a typology of environmental organizations (nature organizations, 
grassroots/social movement opposition, and global organizations, emerging over time) and the 
various functions that these organizations most frequently play in global politics (participation in 
international decision-making; implementation of environmental agreements; and compliance 
monitoring).  While all of these functions are significant, Tamiotti and Finger identify 
monitoring as an opportunity for greater NGO impact in the international arena.  Conservation 
ecology, political ecology, and global ecology are the theories and movements supporting 
environmental organizations.  The authors argue that NGOs and states interact not through 
harmonious global governance, but through strategic interplay and unstable, mutual dependency.  
Their description of states’ strategic use of NGOs for information and credibility seems accurate 
and more nuanced than some of the previous analysis of governance.  

Wapner’s “Horizontal Politics”: while I enjoyed the other Wapner piece, I found this article to be 
redundant to the other article in terms of main points, and less specific or well written in terms of 
the details. Essentially, Wapner seems to be making a call for a greater recognition of the role 
that NGOs (specifically transnational activist or advocacy groups) play in international relations.  
He offers some examples of the way in which NGOs affect cultural change, though less precisely 
than he described the generation of an “ecological sensibility” previously.  He contrasts this 
cultural affect on environmental regimes (rules and principles that guide behavior) with the 
coercion used by states in international relations, while also noting the dialectical “overlap” 



between culture and policy. . Wapner notes that perhaps one of the reasons these cultural 
impacts are not generally discussed is that they are hard to evaluate and measure.   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


