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Revolution Today



The American Revolution

... and Its Radical Legacies.



Thomas Jefferson’ s Fears

Behold you then, my dear friend, at the head of a great army, establishing the liberties of
your country against a foreign enemy. may heaven favor your cause, and make you the
channel thro’ which it may pour it’ s [sic] favors. while you are exterminating the
monster aristocracy, & pulling out the teeth & fangs of it’ s associate monarchy, a
contrary tendency is discovered in some here. a sect has shewn itself among us, who
declare they espoused our new constitution, not as a good & sufficient thing itself, but
only as a step to an English constitution, the only thing good & sufficient in itself, in
their eye. . .. what are you doing for your colonies? they will be lost if not more
effectually succoured. indeed no future efforts you can make will ever be able to reduce
the blacks. all that can be done in my opinion will be to compound with them as has
been done formerly in Jamaica. we have been less zealous in aiding them, lest your
government should feel any jealousy on our account. but in truth we as sincerely wish
their restoration, and their connection with you, as you do yourselves.

--Jefferson to the Marquis de Lafayette
16 June 1792



Of Fear and Reality

The situation of the St. Domingo fugitives (aristocrats as they are) calls aloud for
pity and charity. Never was so deep a tragedy presented to the feelings of
man...l become daily more and more convinced that all the West India Island
will remain in the hands of the people of colour, and a total expulsion of the
whites sooner or later take place. It is high time we should foresee the bloody
scenes which our children certainly, and possibly ourselves (south of the
Potomac), have to wade through and try to avert them.

--Jefferson to James Monroe
14 July 1793



Women' s Rights Convention

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man
to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have
hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature’ s God entitle them, a
decent respect to the opinions of mankind require that they should declare the causes that
impel them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed. . .. Such has been the patient sufferance
of the women under this government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them
to demand the equal station to which they are entitled.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man
toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. ...

--Seneca Fall, New York, 1848



The Strange Career of American
Revolution

Do you realize that the Vietnamese people proclaimed their own independence
in 1945 after a combined French and Japanese occupation. And incidentally,
this was before the Communist revolution in China. They were led by Ho Chi
Minh. And this is a little-known fact, and these people declared themselves
independent in 1945. They quoted our Declaration of Independence in their
document of freedom, and yet our government refused to recognize them.
President Truman said they were not ready for independence. So we fell
victim as a nation at that time of the same deadly arrogance that has
poisoned the international situation for all of these years.

--Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Why | am Opposed to the War in Vietnam”
Riverside Church, NYC, 30 April, 1967



Allegories of Liberty
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WEB MUSEUM OF FINE ART
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LA FRANCE REPUBLICAINE.
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Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi,
Statue of Liberty,
Unveiled in New York
Harbor, 1886

Photo courtesy of andos_pics on Flickr. CC-BY-NC-SA.
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https://secure.flickr.com/photos/aganderson/5554498533/

PEANRFEHNBER S

Photos courtesy of Robert Corma and Matthew Black on Flickr. CC-BY-NC-SA.

Goddess of Democracy,
University of British Columbia, 1991
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https://secure.flickr.com/photos/croma/7643932108/
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/thematthewblack/8546409609/
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Vu la Joi du 6 Septembre 1860, sur limmigration dans le pays de perscines do la

vace africaine et indienuc ;

Vu l'acte de concessmn prousou'o déliveé le
au sieur S / cerseFeas immigrant , natoralisé haitien et le procis-verbal
de V'arpentage de la portion de terre concédée ;

“Vula dépu:he du Scerétaive A’Etat du dépmlemcut de I'lutérieur et de I'Agriculture, en
date du 2o )éauu/flé_ et la demande a fin de concession définitive ;

Attendu que depuis la déliviance de T'acte de concession provisoire , ci-dessus visé , le
siewA. I Foil oneessionnaive & titre provisoive a séjourné plus d'un an et
un jour dans le pays et quiil a éé diment constaté qu'il a fait sur la propriété concédée
provisoivement, un commencement dexploitation , que par couséquent, les formalités pres-
crites par la loi du 6 Septembre pour obtenic une ion définitive ont ¢té vemplies ;

De l'avis du Seevétaive d'Etat de Ulutévieur et de I'Agriculture ;

Concédons, par ces présentes, @ perpituilé et en toute proprt 66 audit siewr A7 o yZ - .

ot ses hévitiers ou ayant-droity, les carvgnux de teere de habitation
connue sous le nom de =¥t 747/ eommune de / %nrmudlswment
dew ot aue Biiaols quils sont indiqués et ont été arpentés et délimités dans le pro-
ces-verbal de Iurpenlcur Lolitaid ci-dossus duwie 2225

Pour par le concessionuaive, en jouir , faire et disposer comme de  chose lui apparte-
nant légitimement mais sous la condition qu'il ne pourra Faliéner qu'apres Vexpivation de
sept anuées conséeutivedd'occupation a partiv d'aujourd’hui et qu'il ne pourra I'échanger
qu'avee autorisation préalable et anx charges, clauses et conditions preserites par ladite loi
aux dispositions de laquelle il devra se couformer.
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Hiberié - Egalité.
‘REPUBLIQUE D'HAITI.
283 v

» FABRE GEFFRARD,

President ' Gaiti

Attendu que 3¢ Siar V/,%;wf "//57 %//
matil de Q){//,ﬁ,,,,)/ igé de /nz /r;f/ orrd
‘est habile & devenir haitien, diapres Tarticle 6 de la Gonstitution’; g

Attendu qu'il a-déclaré devant le jugede paix de = ;3,'7,/ o /&'/'/,/L(,,_,,
assisté e son greflicr, quiil est venu en Haiti, avec intention de s'y fixer, -et qu'il
@, en méme temps, preté entre les mains dudit juge de paix, le serment quiil

renonce i towte autre. patvie u'ifaiti, ainsi quiil est constaté par Lacte dressé an
susdit  tiibunal e pais der Hains « are

en-date du @4« [4«/ /f"l/rw/%x e/%;// /t((// ’rnrf /m’sz -

envegisteé e G5,/ 4,,,,/ e

Délivrons le |(-vsmt acte de naturalisation -conformément & {oi poﬂant modi-

la
Mication - Varticle 14 du Gode civil, a s o/ Lviy (%// leiverr o5 (%/// '

pour quiil jouisse «des wvoits attachds @ la qualité de citoyen haitien , et qu'il en
supporte les charges. =

Donué au Palais national d o« f_%z/ i - (_/%7‘341”. ‘Z Q/%////

anil huit cent” sgixaite- dhaae, -an 5 / w, de I’

—
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
REGISTRY OF VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS

CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE

(State file member)

(Clay o town making retum)

| 1 Place of Mamage Registored No.
| City or Town 2 Date of Mamage Inteation No,
{ (Do not enter name of village or section of clty or town) Month {Day) {Yeur

3 FULL NAME PARTY A

Il FULL NAME PARTY B

3A SURNAME
| AFTER MARRIAGE

1A SURNAME
AFTER MARRIAGE

' 4 DATE OF BIRTH 5 OCCUPATION 12 DATE OF BIRTH 11 OCCUPATION
6 RESIDENCE 14 RESIDENCE
NO, & ST. SO, & ST.
cIrys ar CITY/ 2p
TOWN ST, CODE TOWN ST, CODE
7 NUMBER OF 7A WIDOWED I5 NUMBER OF I3A WIDOWED
MARRIAGE OR DIVORCED MARRIAGE OR DIVORCED
(1st. 2nd, 3rd, etc.) (1ss, 20d, 3rd, etc.)
8 BIRTHPLACE 16 BIRTHPLACE
{Caty or town) {State or count?y) (City of town) (State or coantry )
9 NAME OF 17 NAME OF
MOTHER/PARENT MOTHER/PARENT
10 NAME OF 18 NAME OF
FATHER/PARENT FATHER/PARENT
19 THE INTENTION OF MARRIAGE by the shove-mentioned persons was duly emtered by me in the records of the Community of
= =5 - accorgfng P law uge, o dayol 0 20__
] COURT WAIVER [55ped P - i
AGE ORDER Month) (Day) (Year) VT Sty or Town Dferk or Registrar)

20 1 HEREBY CERTIFY that [ solemnized the marnage of the above-named persons at No

S,
(If marriage was solemaized m a church, give its NAME instead of street and number)

on

Signature

(Name of city or town) (Moath) (Day) {Year)

(Member of the Clergy. Prest. Rabbe, Imam. or Fastice of the Prace. eic)

AMN=ZImrown

Address

(Print ar type name)

21 Certificate recorded by city or town clerk

(Month) (Dav) (Year) CLERK OR REGISTRAR

22 PARTY ASEX: COOMALE COFEMALE

23 PARTY B SEX: OOMALE CIFEMALE

This image is public domain.
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