
The Making of a Caribbean Plantation Colony: 

Slavery and Slave Revolts before the Revolution 
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Frederick Douglass, speech at the 1893 
Chicago World’s Fair 

“We should not forget that the freedom you and 
I enjoy to-day, that the freedom that eight 
hundred thousand colored people enjoy today 
in the British West Indies; the freedom that has 
come to the colored race the world over, is 
largely due to the brave stand taken by the black 
sons of Haiti ninety years ago.  When they struck 
for freedom . . . they struck for the freedom of 
every black man in the world.” 
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A demographic transformation 

1681 

7,000 total 

65% white 

31% slave 

3% free black 
and mulatto 

 

 

1789 

530,000 total 

5% white 

90% slave 

5% free people of 
color 

 

 

 

 

1700 

14,000 total 

29% white 

66% slave 

3.6% free black 
and mulatto 
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1770 Map 
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Map of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade removed due to copyright restrictions.
See The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database.
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http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/index.faces
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Title Page of Code Noir (1735) 
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Opening ¶ of Code Noir 
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Article 26 

 

Slaves who are not fed, clothed and maintained by 

their masters according to what we have ordered by 

these articles will be able to notify our attorney general 

and provide him with their statements, on the basis of 

which, and even on his own initiative, if the 

information comes to him from elsewhere, the masters 

will be prosecuted upon his motion and without cost, 

which we wish to be observed for the crimes and 

barbarous and inhumane treatment of masters towards 

their slaves. 

Article 26 
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Article 42 

 

Only masters shall be permitted, when they 

believe their slaves so deserve, to chain them 

and beat them with canes or rope.  We forbid 

masters from applying torture to their slaves or 

from inflicting any kind of mutilation, on pain 

of confiscation of the slaves and special 

prosecution of the masters. 

Article 42 

23



Moreau le Jeune drawing of Code Noir invoked by slave, 
frontispiece to Bernardin de Saint-Pierre’s Voyage à l’Isle 

de France (1773) 
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