
 

Data Storytelling Studio 
personal stories 

CMS.631/831 
Rahul Bhargava 

1



Agenda 

● [20] Readings / storytelling pair & share 

● [20] Background & Inspirational Examples 

● [10] Word Web activity 

● [15] Tools 

● [15] Datasets and team-forming 
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● Beyond the TED-like hyperbole, what do 
you think of DuBois' "data portraits"? 

Readings 
● Boyd points out that context and goals 

matter. Crisis Text Line is a success story. 

● Slobin is a journalist reminding us of the 
evocative power on an image. 
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Moth Storytelling 
reverse engineering their model 

● Who was it about?  What did you learn 
about them? 

● What is the arc of the story? (beginning, 
change, end) 

● Were there any descriptions? How was the 
thing described? 

● Was there any dialogue? How was it told? 

● How did they tell the story? Did they mix 
emotional approaches? 
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What is a Data-
Driven Personal 
Story? 
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"Flat" Inspirations 

Emerson students, 2015 
© Anonymous students. All rights reserved. This content is 
excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 

By the Numbers: four ways to win an Oscar, The Guardian 2016 information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 
© Guardian News and Media Ltd. All rights reserved. This 
content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/ 

Nelson Mandela Funeral Memorial, Visualizing Impact 
Courtesy of Visualizing Impact. License CC BY NC SA. 

Radiolab Numbers Episode (short clip) 
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http://visualizingimpact.org/visuals/nelson-mandela-funeral-memorial
https://visualizingimpact.org/visuals/nelson-mandela-funeral-memorial
http://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/feb/23/oscar-winners-white-man-old-academy-awards-2016
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2016/feb/23/oscar-winners-white-man-old-academy-awards-2016
http://word.emerson.edu/fall15in123-09/?p=1205
https://www.dropbox.com/s/q6nezhpq1c9j5u3/radiolab-numbers-intro.m4a?dl=0
http://www.radiolab.org/story/91697-numbers/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/01x3vxyy24x3eax/radiolab-numbers-intro.original.m4a?dl=0
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/
http://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/


Interactive Inspirations 

Images of Change - NASA Public domain image. 
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https://climate.nasa.gov/images-of-change


 

Word Webs 
from abstract words to symbols 

● Climate / Weather 

● Danger 

● Pollution 

● Worry / Concern 

● Change 

● Policy 

● Empowerment 
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Tools 

Text Analysis 

● WordCounter 

● SameDiff 

● NLTK 

● usenineteen.com 

● Overview 

Image Analysis 

● Google Vision API 

● OpenCV 

Publishing 

● Cowbird 

● Fold 

Video/Audio Creation 

● Gifs.com, giphy.com 
(other anigif tools) 

● p5.js 

● GarageBand 
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http://wordcounter.databasic.io
http://samediff.databasic.io
http://www.nltk.org/
http://usenineteen.com
https://www.overviewdocs.com
https://github.com/rahulbot/notebook-examples/blob/master/example-google-cloud-vision.ipynb
https://opencv-python-tutroals.readthedocs.org/en/latest/py_tutorials/py_objdetect/py_face_detection/py_face_detection.html#face-detection
https://gifs.com/
http://giphy.com/create/upload
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fi8KYpGCzPuvpapInU2-itt8TqC8OtixNK-eNdP-QlA/edit#gid=0
https://p5js.org
http://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
http://cowbird.com/
https://fold.cm/


  

 

GoBoston2030 data from the City of 
Boston 

Pew "Concerns about Climate Change" Data Sets 
study (report and data) 

pick one, or use your own Food for Free data 

...or something else 
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https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/go-boston-2030
https://www.boston.gov/departments/transportation/go-boston-2030
http://www.pewglobal.org/2015/11/05/global-concern-about-climate-change-broad-support-for-limiting-emissions/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/30k828ottlxovez/PewResearchGlobalAttitudesSpring2015DatasetFINAL.zip?dl=0


What do you know? 

Team Forming What do you want to make? 

Find people to work with What dataset are you interested in? 
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