
Class Exercise #8 1.050 Solid Mechanics Fall 2004 

A “simply supported” (weightless) beam, of length L, carries a load P at midspan. Why are the 
reactions at A and C equal, each of magnitude P/2, and acting up on the pins at the ends? 

Respond here: 
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Determine how the internal (bending) moment, Mb, and 
internal (shear) force, V,  vary with x and P and L.
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